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Abbey’s story

6-year-old Abbey 
was injured in June 

2007 by an improperly 
maintained 

pool drain cover 
in a kiddie pool



• She had more than 16 surgeries including 
a triple organ transplant

• Medical expenses totaled more than $3 
million

• She lost her battle in March 2008

In and out of the hospital



• Abbey’s was a preventable incident
• Industry knew of the danger, but no one 

was talking about it
• We created the Foundation to fulfill 

Abbey’s hope that no one else should 
suffer like she did

Birth of the Foundation  



• Educate 
• Be vigilant 
• Ensure compliance  

Our mission and our goals



An unknown hazard
Consumer Product Safety Commission 
(CPSC) began investigating reported 
incidents of pool/spa entrapment in the 
1970s
• Less frequent than general drowning, but 

hidden hazard
• Caused by aging of swimming pools, 

inconsistent construction standards and 
unaware consumers



Types of entrapment
• Hair
• Body
• Limb
• Evisceration/Disembowelment 
• Mechanical

• Jewelry
• Bathing Suits 



• Wading Pools 
• Kiddie Pools
• In-Ground Spas (especially those with 

single main drain systems) 

*In these swimming venues the suction outlets are particularly accessible to swimmers  

Greatest risks



Even one fatality is one too many
• From 1999 through 2008:

• 83 reported entrapments
• 12 fatalities

• 7 residential
• 4 public

• 69 injuries
• 38 residential
• 21 public
• 10 unknown

• CPSC received three reports of entrapment injury 
incidents during 2010 
• No fatalities last year



Prevention
• Four-sided isolation fencing

• Self-latching and locking gates
• Four to five-feet high with vertical slats  
• Estimated – 50 to 90 percent of childhood drownings and near-

drownings could have been prevented with four-sided fencing

• Swim lessons for children
• American Academy of Pediatrics recommends lessons by age 4



Prevention (cont.)

• Know CPR
• Have a phone within reach to call 911 (land lines are best)

• Tell children not to play with drains
• Tie up all loose hair or even cut children’s 

hair short in the summer months if they 
frequent pools



Water Watchdogs
• A vigilance program 

• As the holder of the Water Watchdog card, the 
adult must agree to watch the children and not 
participate in any other activities like talking on the 
phone, texting or reading 

• The adult who holds the card must be focused on 
the kids 100 percent for a short period of time



Ensuring compliance
• All public and private pools should have:

• anti-entrapment drain covers
• a back-up system
• automatic shut-off 
• and a procedure in place to ensure staff knows where 

the shut-off valve is in case of emergencies
• Ask pool and spa owners and operators if they are 

Virginia Graeme Baker and Abigail Taylor Act 
compliant, and if they are not or they don’t 
know…find another pool

• If there are loose or missing drain covers, get out 
of the pool immediately. Inform pool operator and 
then find another pool



What we’ve accomplished locally
• Given out more than $300,000 in grants to 

organizations that promote swimming and water 
safety

• Helped more than 5,000 children attend Abbey’s 
Hope Water Safety classes

• Recruited more than 3,000 Water Watchdogs
• Expanded our water safety events into five 

cities, in three counties
• Partnered with Foss Swim Schools to take water 

safety education into schools



What we’ve accomplished on the 
advocacy front

• Lobbied Congress to maintain its budget 
commitment to hotel pool and spa safety

• Helping to reverse a CPSC interpretation 
of the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool and 
Spa Safety Act

• 80 percent of the pools in the state are 
compliant



For more information, please visit 
www.abbeyshope.org

Katey Taylor
katey@abbeyshope.org

612-388-5350



Questions?


