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The Problem of Unintentional Injury

• Over 700,000 children under the age of 
15 worldwide die from unintentional 
injuries each year.

• More than 90 percent of unintentional 
injury deaths occur in low- and middle-
income countries.
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Unintentional Injury in the U.S.

• Leading cause of death and disability among 
children ages 1 to 14.

• An average of 12 children are injured every 
minute.
• In 2007, there were more than 6 million reported 

unintentional injuries in the U.S.

• Approximately every hour and a half, a child in the 
U.S. dies from an unintentional injury, such as a 
vehicle crash or a fire.
• In 2006, there were 5,015 unintentional injury deaths 

among children less than 14 years of age.

7



Leading Injury Risks to Children

• Traffic crashes (motor vehicle occupants, 
pedestrians, bicyclists and other wheeled 
sports)

• Drowning
• Falls
• Fires and burns
• Choking, suffocation and strangulation
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The Solution
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• Safe Kids 
Worldwide is a 
grassroots 
organization with 19 
member countries. 
Within these 
countries, there are 
more than 600 state 
and local coalitions.



Our Mission
• Safe Kids Worldwide leads coalitions of 

community partners to prevent accidental 
death and injury to children ages 14 and 
under. We empower families and 
communities to:
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• Educate adults and children
• Create safe environments
• Conduct research and
• Advocate for effective laws



Our Impact
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• Since our 
inception in 1987 
in the U.S., we 
have grown to 
more than 
700 coalitions.

• The death rate 
has declined by 
more than 45 
percent from 
1987 to 2005.



Where We Are



State and Local Coalitions 
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45 State Coalitions, 350 Local 
Coalitions, and 250 Chapters



Coalitions
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• Coalition members 
are policemen, 
firefighters, 
paramedics, doctors, 
nurses, teachers, 
business owners, 
lawmakers, 
community 
volunteers and 
retirees.
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Parental Attitudes & Behaviors 

• 2008 Parent Survey Results  
• 58% of parents report that their child being 

seriously injured is a major concern.  In our 
1987 survey, only 65% of parents listed 
unintentional injury as a major concern.

• When parents of children four and under are 
taking care of their child at home, only 15% 
report being able to physically reach their 
child.  45% know where their child is, but 
may not be able to see, reach or touch their 
child.
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Parental Attitudes & Behaviors 

• 2008 Parent Survey Results  
• There is little change from 1987 to 2007 in the 

amount done by parents to ensure their child’s 
safety. Parents believe that:

• The chance of their child being injured is slim
• Safety measures are a hassle
• There are too many other responsibilities to deal 

with besides safety
• Safety devices cost too much (for low income 

families) 
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Child Development & Injury Risk

• Research has identified specific 
developmental abilities and 
limitations that can increase a 
child’s risk of injury.

• As infants and children go through 
a series of developmental stages, 
their different behavioral, 
cognitive, and physical 
capabilities can put them at 
increased risk for injury.
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Safe Kids’ Programming 

• Parents’ perception of unintentional 
injury risk has informed Safe Kids’ 
educational and outreach efforts 

• Importance of active supervision,         
safe environments, public education     
and device distribution
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Top 10 Non-Negotiable Safety Rules

1.  Buckle up on every ride. 

20



Safe Kids Buckle Up
• Leading U.S. program educating 

families about the importance of 
properly restraining kids on every 
ride

• 131 Car Seat Check Up Vans bring 
child passenger safety resources to 
families

• 450 Child Safety Seat Inspection 
Stations have permanent locations 
with regular hours

• Results: 50,441 events, with over        
1 million seats checked, and    
more than 400,000 seats      
donated 
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Top 10 Non-Negotiable Safety Rules

2.  Actively supervise children    
around water.
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Water Watcher Cards 
• Active supervision at all times prevents incidents 

and injuries.  
• Parents have peace of mind knowing someone is 

watching their kids at all times.
• Whoever is watching the kids, gets the card.
• As the holder of the card, the adult must agree to 

watch the children and not participate in any other 
activities, like talking or reading. The adult who holds 
the card must be focused on the kids 100% for a short 
period of time. 



Top 10 Non-Negotiable Safety Rules

3.  Wear a helmet when 
participating in wheeled    
sports.  
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Safe Kids Ready to Roll

• Helmet use can reduce the risk of head injury by 85 
percent and severe brain injury by 88 percent. 

• Apart from the automobile, bicycles are tied to more 
childhood injuries than any other consumer product. 

• For more than 15 years, Safe Kids and Bell Sports 
have partnered to keep kids safe from bicycle and 
other wheel-related injury and death. 
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Top 10 Non-Negotiable Safety Rules

4.  Recalled products should 
be removed from the 
marketplace.
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Danger of Recalled Products

• Hundreds of products are recalled by the 
federal government each year.

• A recalled product must be removed from 
store shelves and consumers should 
carefully follow the federal government’s 
instructions to stop using it, repair it, or 
return it for a refund or replacement. 

• Safe Kids has partnered with the U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety Commission to 
spread awareness of product recalls.  
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Top 10 Non-Negotiable Safety Rules

5.  Recalled cribs are a high 
priority.
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July 2009 Simplicity drop-side cribs 
(400,000 units)
1 infant death

Jan. 2009 Stork Craft cribs 
(535,000 units)

Major Crib Recalls
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Major Crib Recalls

Sept. 2008 Simplicity drop-side cribs 
(600,000 units)

Aug. 2008 Simplicity bassinets 
(900,000 units)
4 infant deaths
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Major Crib Recalls
Sept. 2007 Simplicity drop-side cribs 

(1 million units)
2 infant deaths

Since 2007, almost 5.6 
million cribs and 

bassinets have been 
recalled.

June 2008 Jardine cribs 
(320,000 units)



Top 10 Non-Negotiable Safety Rules

6.  Children should not ride or 
operate ATVs. 
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ATV Safety 
• Safe Kids recommends that children under the age 

of 16 never operate all-terrain vehicles of any size, 
including youth-sized ATVs.

• General safety tips
• Take an approved safety course
• Ride the appropriate ATV for your age
• Adult supervision for riders under 16
• Do not carry passenger on single-seat ATVs
• Never ride on public roads or paved surfaces
• Ride only on designated trails
• Throttle limiters on all youth-sized ATVs
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The American 
Academy of 
Orthopaedic 
Surgeons: “The 
minimum age for 
operating an ATV on 
or off the road 
should be at least 16 
years old.” 



Top 10 Non-Negotiable Safety Rules

7.  Use a PFD around open 
bodies of water.
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Kids Don’t Float Program
• Safe Kids Alaska created program in 1996 to 

address high rates of open water drownings.
• Safe Kids adapted and expanded program to 19 

coalitions in 2008.
• Life Jacket Loaner Board Stations

• Stations placed at popular open water recreational 
sites (lakes, rivers & oceans).

• Families and children can borrow life jackets for the 
day.

• Interactive educational sessions/events   
• Teaches children about proper life jacket 

selection/wear
• Raises community awareness about open water   

safety
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Top 10 Non-Negotiable Safety Rules

8.  Be mindful of safe 
pedestrian practices.  
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Safe Kids Walk This Way
• International education and 

awareness program for 
pedestrian safety 

• Forms and sustains year-
round task forces to improve 
walking environments 
through grants and legislative 
efforts

• Results: Over 2 million 
participants and 5,141 school 
and community events in the 
U.S. from 2000-2008
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Top 10 Non-Negotiable Safety Rules

9.  Install smoke alarms, 
carbon monoxide 
detectors and pool fencing 
in your home.
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Home Safety 

• Smoke Alarms
• Install the smoke alarms on every level of your home, 

including the basement, making sure that there is an 
alarm outside every separate sleeping area and in every 
bedroom.

• Carbon Monoxide Detectors
• Install battery-operated or AC-powered with battery back-

up CO detectors near sleeping areas and on every floor of 
the home.

• Pool Fencing 
• Make sure your pool has four-sided fencing and a self-

closing, self-latching gate, to prevent a child from 
wandering into the pool area unsupervised.  
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Top 10 Non-Negotiable Safety Rules

10.  Keep poisonous items, 
such as medicines and 
cleaners, locked away and 
out of reach of children.
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How You Can Help

• Join Safe Kids Minnesota 
• Become a Certified Child Passenger Safety 

Technician
• Be an Informed and Safe Consumer 
• Sign Up for Notification of Product Recalls 

at www.cpsc.gov
• Advocate for Improvements to Minnesota’s 

Child Safety Laws 
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