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Martha Wilcox oversees all aspects of marketing and 
communications at Safe Kids Worldwide with energy and 
creativity that are truly contagious. In addition to an innate 
drive to help parents protect their kids, Martha has extensive 
experience in marketing and communications, including 
more than 30 years leading major campaigns at national 
communications firms.

9:45–10:10 a.m. | Networking Break

10:10–11:20 a.m.  
Selected Minnesota Trends 
and Tools: Poisoning 
and Sports Injury 
Mark Gormley, Jr., M.D., Pediatric 
Rehabilitation Medicine Specialist, Gillette Children’s Specialty 
Healthcare; Kirk Hughes RN, EMT, CSPI, Education Director/
Poison Specialist, Minnesota Poison Control System

Learn about two rapidly evolving risk areas: 

•  Participation in youth sports is at an all-time high, with many 
kids engaged year-round in a highly competitive culture. 
Dr. Gormley will share insights into overuse and trauma injury 
among today’s youth athletes and what can be done to help 
them play safe and stay in the game for life.

•  Kirk will explore emerging childhood/youth poisoning trends 
related to laundry pods, prescription medications, e-cigs 
and more. He will also review the most common exposures 
fielded by the Poison Center and offer prevention strategies.

Dr. Mark Gormley, Jr., is a pediatric rehabilitation medicine 
physician and section chief for pediatric physical medicine and 
rehabilitation at Gillette Children’s Specialty Healthcare. He 
treats children and adolescents who have brain injuries, spinal 
cord injuries, neuromuscular disorders and other conditions, 
including services to patients in greater Minnesota.

Kirk Hughes has worked as a Certified Specialist in Poison 
Information and Education Director for the Minnesota Poison 
Control System since 2000. He has been a firefighter/EMT 
for the last 20 years, and is also the co-owner of First Choice 
Medical LLP. Kirk is a certified Advanced Hazmat Life Support 
Instructor and Hazmat Technician, and is certified in Advanced 
Medical Life Support.

Join us for the state’s annual conference on childhood 
unintentional injuries and proven strategies to prevent 
them! Gain fresh perspectives from local and national 
experts. Connect with colleagues from a variety of 
disciplines to learn about new trends and resources, 
network and share ideas. 

Why Attend the Conference?
•  Explore critical childhood injury issues. Dig into the latest 

childhood injury data from Minnesota and the United States.

•  Learn key principles in supporting effective communication 
with children, teens and parents.

•  Take away information, strategies, tools and best practices 
that you can apply to your organization’s work. 

Certificate of Attendance available upon request.

7:30–8:30 a.m.
Networking/Continental Breakfast

8:30–8:45 a.m. 
Welcome/Opening Remarks
Paul Aasen, President, Minnesota Safety Council

8:45–9:45 a.m.  
The World Through Their Eyes: 
Crafting Effective Messages 
for Parents and Caregivers
Martha Wilcox, Chief Marketing Officer, 
Safe Kids Worldwide

Our work involves communicating accurate information that 
will save lives. But how do we present this information in 
a way that will resonate with parents and caregivers—and 
change behavior? This keynote session will examine why Safe 
Kids Worldwide—a global organization dedicated solely to 
preventing injuries among children—altered its tone and 
content when communicating with parents and caregivers, and 
how this change was implemented across a variety of channels. 
Learn how this approach can support outreach at the local 
level. Martha will share examples and resources that can help 
your organization keep written and verbal injury prevention 
messages consistent, practical and effective. 

Moving Forward Together

SEVENTH ANNUAL



11:20–11:30 a.m.  
Champion of Child Safety Award Presentation
Recognizing outstanding work in preventing childhood injury.

11:30 a.m.–12:40 p.m.  
Buffet Lunch/Networking

12:40–1:50 p.m. 
Making the Most 
of Minnesota’s 
Injury Data 
Mark Kinde, MPH, 
Director, Injury and Violence Prevention Unit, Minnesota 
Department of Health (MDH); Genelle R. S. Lamont, MPH, 
Health Literacy Advisory Group and Oral Health Surveillance 
Coordinator, MDH; Jon Roesler, MS, Epidemiologist 
Supervisor, Injury and Violence Prevention Unit, MDH

Injury data is crucial in guiding our strategies and programs 
and has a vital story to tell. How do we access data needed to 
support our injury prevention work? And once data is collected, 
how do we present it in ways that are clear and meaningful to 
peers, the public and policy makers? Bring your questions—
and data requests—to this session for a real-time dive into 
Minnesota’s Injury Data Access System (MIDAS). Don’t miss this 
“how-to” on the rich content you can mine from MIDAS, along 
with strategies on how to present it effectively. 

Since 1984, Mark Kinde has served the departments 
of health in North Dakota and Minnesota in injury and 
violence epidemiology, surveillance, program development, 
implementation, and evaluation. In his current position, Mark 
supports state and national efforts to improve data quality, 
build capacity for prevention, and translate data into programs 
and policies that reduce risk of injury and violence.  

Genelle Lamont leads the Health Literacy Advisory Group, 
Center for Health Promotion at MDH and is the Oral Health 
Surveillance Coordinator, Oral Health Program. She holds 
past fellowships with the Directors of Health Promotion and 
Education; Centers for Disease Control; and Great Lakes 
Inter-Tribal Council. Her research interests include oral health, 
chronic disease, environmental and occupational health, health 
disparities, GIS mapping and health literacy.   

Jon Roesler is an epidemiologist supervisor leading the 
Surveillance, Epidemiology, and Analysis Team with the Injury 

and Violence Prevention Unit and the Oral Health Program. 
He has served as principal investigator or co-PI for a number 
of injury surveillance and trauma projects and is the co-
investigator and epidemiologist for Surveillance of Sexual 
Violence, and Epidemiology of Pediatric Traumatic Brain Injury.

1:50–2:50 p.m.  
Why Do They Act That Way? 
A Look at the Teenage Brain and 
Risk-taking Behavior
Erin Walsh, MA, Mind Positive Parenting

In this session, Erin will help us understand what happens 
to the brain on the path from childhood into adulthood and 
how this relates to unintentional injury. Referencing the latest 
scientific findings, she will show why willingness to take risks, 
peer pressure and other teenage behavior are linked to physical 
changes and growth in the adolescent brain. Learn how to 
better understand teens and help them (and parents) strike 
a balance between freedom and safety.

Erin Walsh has extensive experience addressing a wide range 
of audiences on topics related to brain development and raising 
resilient young people in the digital age. Erin was instrumental in 
the development of the MediaWise movement and worked with 
her father, Dr. David Walsh, at the National Institute on Media 
and the Family before they created Mind Positive Parenting 
in 2010. Erin also teaches at the U of M and at the Higher 
Education Consortium for Urban Affairs.

2:50–3:00 p.m. | Stretch Break

3:00–3:45 p.m. 
Spotlight on Promising Practices
Hear directly from colleagues who are involved with promising 
projects, programs, policies or activities. Their practices will be 
on display all day as poster sessions, but in this segment you’ll 
hear about goals, issues and outcomes from each presenter, 
followed by an opportunity to ask questions. These peer-
selected practices can provide you with creative concepts, 
new information and tools—and inspiration!

3:45–4:00 p.m. 
Closing Remarks
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Meeting Location  VADNAIS HEIGHTS COMMONS
655 East County Road F, Vadnais Heights, MN 55127
Ten minutes north of downtown St. Paul.
Directions: cityvadnaisheights.com/VH-Commons/Directions-to-Vadnais-Heights-
Commons.aspx 

Hotel Accommodations  FAIRFIELD INN & SUITES
1125 East County Road E, Vadnais Heights, MN 55110
Room reservations can be made directly with the hotel at 651-797-3008. 
Please identify yourself as a member of the “Minnesota Childhood Injury Summit” 
to receive the block room rate of $119 for a standard room. 
Special block rate available through September 10.


