
Additional support for the conference provided by Children’s Hospitals and Clinics of Minnesota, Emergency Medical 
Services for Children, Hennepin County Medical Center, Johnson & Johnson, Mayo Clinic, North Memorial Medical Center, 
Regions Hospital & Gillette Children’s Specialty Healthcare, and University of Minnesota Amplatz Children’s Hospital

 Sixth Annual 
Minnesota 
Childhood 
Injury 
Summit

Sept.

25
2014

A Fresh Look 
at Prevention
8:30 a.m. – 3:45 p.m.
Vadnais Heights Commons 
655 East County Road F 
Vadnais Heights, MN



Why Attend the Conference?
•  Receive the latest data about leading causes of 

unintentional injury among children in Minnesota 
and the United States, including trends, current 
research, and emerging issues.

•  Understand childhood injury issues and related 
factors specific to rural areas.

•  Gain tools to assess and improve individual and 
organizational cultural competence.

•  Learn key principles in supporting effective 
communication with children.

•  Gain knowledge of exemplary best practices that 
can be replicated in communities and have points 
of contact for more information.

Certificate of Attendance available upon request.

7:30–8:30 a.m.
Networking/Continental breakfast

8:30–9:00 a.m.
Welcome/Childhood Injury in Minnesota
Commissioner Edward Ehlinger, MD, MSPH, 
Minnesota Department of Health

Dr. Ehlinger will highlight childhood injury 
topics and trends in Minnesota.

9:00–10:00 a.m.
A National Perspective on Childhood 
Injury: Data, Issues and Trends
Julie Gilchrist, MD, pediatrician and medical 
epidemiologist, National Center for Injury 
Prevention and Control, Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, Atlanta

What’s happening nationally with childhood injury and how 
does it differ from our experience in Minnesota? What issues 
are emerging? What questions are being asked? Hear directly 
from Dr. Julie Gilchrist from the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), Atlanta. Dr. Gilchrist, the author of 
recent widely-reported research on racial/ethnic disparities 
in drownings among children and young adults, will explore 
leading causes of fatal and non-fatal injury among America’s 
children, who is at greatest risk and why.

Learn about current efforts in childhood injury and the new 
insights and strategies that have resulted. Dr. Gilchrist will also 
discuss resources available for use at the state and local levels.

Dr. Gilchrist has been at the CDC since 1997. In her current 
work, she is responsible for research and programs in drowning 
prevention, water safety promotion, and sports and recreation-
related injury prevention, as well as other issues primarily 
affecting children, including choking, suffocation, and poisoning. 

10:00–10:15 a.m.
Mid-Morning Break

10:15–11:15 a.m.
The Culture of Rural Childhood Injury: 
Issues and Insights
Marizen Ramirez, MPH, PhD, associate 
professor, University of Iowa College of Public 
Health and associate director of science for the 
university’s Injury Prevention Research Center

While more than half of Minnesota’s population 
lives in the Twin Cities metro area, most of our state is rural — 
and you don’t have to go far to get there! This session will 
explore “rurality” and associated factors and disparities 
that impact childhood injury prevention. Presenter Marizen 
Ramirez, PhD, will highlight her research on interventions 
developed for rural children, such as safe play areas for 
children on farms, a teen driving educational program, and 
disaster preparation for rural families with children who have 
disabilities. She will also discuss current research on ATV and 
farm equipment injuries among children and youth, and the 
use of “psychological first aid” for parents devastated by an 
injury to their child. 

The University of Iowa Injury Prevention Research Center (UI 
IPRC) is one of 10 injury “Centers of Excellence” funded by 
the CDC’s National Center for Injury Prevention and Control. 
The UI IPRC’s primary goal is to control and prevent injuries, 
especially in rural communities. 

11:15–11:35 a.m.
Champion of Child Safety Award Presentation
Recognizing outstanding work in preventing childhood injury.

11:35 a.m.–12:45 p.m.
Buffet Lunch/Networking

Minnesota Childhood Injury Summit

This one-day, professional education event offers you an opportunity 
to gain fresh perspectives, gather new resources to support your 
work, network and share ideas.
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12:45–1:30 p.m.
Communicating Effectively with Kids: 
What’s the Trick?
Brian Richards, 4 Ace Productions

Reaching kids effectively with safety messages 
requires understanding what engages them 
and keeps their attention. Get a practical demonstration of 
helpful principles that can be applied to safety events and 
presentations, online activities and other resources. Magician 
Brian Richards has been providing educational programs to 
children of all ages for more than 20 years. He will discuss key 
elements in communicating with children, including how to 
modify material based on age-specific variables. You’ll be part 
of the action as Brian illustrates those concepts by performing 
segments of a safety-related program. Be prepared to be 
educated and entertained! 

Brian Richards’ specialty is combining educational messages 
with quality entertainment through programs geared to 
schools, safety camps and numerous other settings. He has 
worked previously as a child counselor and in public safety. 

1:30–2:20 p.m.
Assessing and Achieving Cultural 
Competence
Mary Beth Dahl, RN, Program Manager, 
Culture Care Connection, Stratis Health

Cultural competence is critical for individuals 
and organizations, but how do you get there? In this interactive 
session, Mary Beth Dahl will provide insights, tools and 
resources to support both interpersonal and program level 
effectiveness. Explore culture basics, including perceptions of 
time, space and other key elements affecting our interactions 
with others, and hear various cultural perspectives directly 

via video. You’ll have the opportunity 
to assess your knowledge of different 
cultures in Minnesota, and to identify 
how your own cultural norms impact 
communication, particularly with those who 
have differing norms and values. Learn about 
resources and tools that can help your organization function 
effectively within the context of the cultural beliefs, behaviors 
and needs of the people you serve. 

Mary Beth Dahl is a certified professional in health care quality. 
As the leader of the Culture Care Connection, Mary Beth works 
with public health agencies and other organizations throughout 
Minnesota to help them achieve their cultural competence 
goals. She also is involved in many health care coalitions, 
including the Minnesota Health Literacy Partnership. 

2:20–2:30 p.m.
Stretch Break

2:30–3:20 p.m.
Spotlight on Promising Practices
Hear directly from colleagues who are involved with promising 
projects, programs, policies or activities that you can potentially 
replicate. Their practices will be on display all day as poster 
sessions, but in this segment you’ll get an overview from each 
presenter, followed by the opportunity to pick their brains. 
These peer-selected practices can provide you with concepts, 
information, concrete tools – and inspiration!

3:20–3:30 p.m.
Closing Remarks
Mark Kinde, MPH, Unit Leader, Epidemiologist Supervisor, 
Injury and Violence Prevention Unit, Minnesota Department 
of Health

A Fresh Look at Prevention

neW
MeetIng

loCAtIon!

Hotel Reservations
A block of rooms has been reserved at the Holiday Inn Express & Suites 
Vadnais Heights, 1100 East County Road E, Vadnais Heights, MN 55110. 
Room reservations can be made directly with the hotel at 651-484-2400. Please 
identify yourself as a member of the “Minnesota Childhood Injury Summit” to 
receive the block room rate of $109 for a standard room. The cut-off date for 
accepting reservations into this block is September 10, 2014.

Vadnais Heights Commons 
655 east County Road F 
Vadnais Heights, Mn 55127
Ten minutes north of downtown St. Paul.
Directions: www.cityvadnaisheights.com/VH-Commons/
Directions-to-Vadnais-Heights-Commons.aspx
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NAME (PLEASE PRINT)

TITLE

ORGANIzATION

ADDRESS

CITY, STATE, zIP

PHONE                  EMAIL

SPECIAL DIETARy REquESTS/NEEDS

4 easy Ways 
to Register

Online: 
www.minnesotasafetycouncil.org/ 
safekids/summit/2014

By fax: 651-291-7584;

By phone: 651-228-7314

By mail: 
Minnesota Safety Council 
474 Concordia Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55103 

questions? Contact Erin Petersen, 
Safe Kids Minnesota
651-228-7314 / 800-444-9150
erin.petersen@minnesotasafetycouncil.org

Sharon D’Agostino, Senior Director, 
State Government Affairs, Johnson 
& Johnson

Shonette Doggett, Manager, EMS 
Education and Injury Prevention, 
Regions Hospital & Gillette Children’s 
Specialty Healthcare

Todd M. Emanuel, RN, Injury Prevention 
Coordinator, Trauma Center, Mayo Clinic

Mark Kinde, MPH, Unit Leader, 
Epidemiologist Supervisor, Injury and 
Violence Prevention Unit, Minnesota 
Department of Health

Andrew W. Kiragu, MD, FAAP, Medical 
Director, Pediatric Intensive Care, 
Hennepin County Medical Center 

Christina Kollman, Resource Facilitation 
Manager, Minnesota Brain Injury Alliance

Ann Kulenkamp, Director of 
Communications, Minnesota Safety 
Council

LeeAnn Mortensen, MPH, Injury 
Prevention Coordinator, North Memorial 
Medical Center

Erin Petersen, Coordinator, Safe Kids 
Minnesota; Family Safety Programs, 
Minnesota Safety Council 

Kjelsey Polzin, Coordinator, Emergency 
Medical Services for Children

Dex Tuttle, Injury Prevention Program 
Coordinator, Children’s Hospitals and 
Clinics of Minnesota

Registration Form 
Sixth Annual Minnesota Childhood Injury Summit

Registration Fee
through September 11: $45 

After September 11: $55
Fee includes continental breakfast, 

buffet lunch and refreshments 
throughout the day. Free off- 

street parking is available 
at the conference site. 

Amount 
enclosed:

$

2

1

3

4

planning group partners

CARD NUMBER

ExPIRATION DATE                         3-DIGIT SECURITY CODE

CARDHOLDER’S NAME (PLEASE PRINT)

CARDHOLDER’S SIGNATURE

PAyMENT OPTIONS:

  Check Enclosed (Payable to Minnesota Safety Council)

 Visa   Mastercard   American Express

Presented by Safe Kids Minnesota, the Minnesota Safety Council and the Minnesota Department of Health with additional support from:


