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16th International OL Symposium
This year’s 16th International Operation Lifesaver Symposium held in Baltimore, Maryland August 29 – Sept. 1 proved to be a productive and memorable event with representation from all over the United States as well as Canada, Finland, Argentina, Estonia and the United Kingdom. 
State coordinator training took place all day Sunday followed by an evening welcome reception held on the scenic 15th floor of the Hyatt. The networking with friends and colleagues was invaluable.
Trainer’s day started Monday morning followed by the general session. Speakers included John Porcari, Deputy Secretary of the US Department of Transportation, and Deborah Hersman, Chairman of the National Transportation Safety Board. Dr. Barry Kaufman, producer and host of award-winning health promotion features for radio and television, also spoke.  Training topics included international programs; inspiring volunteers; social media; engineering; community enforcement; and light rail issues. On the last day, Syd Muzzy, a motivational speaker, provided an inspirational talk to attendees. The social events, which included an awards dinner at the Baltimore National Aquarium and an evening Orioles baseball game, topped off the symposium.
Mark your calendar!
May 7, 2011 - National Train Day, sponsored by the National Park Service, Rails to Trails program - Midway Amtrak Station.
National Awards
During the symposium’s banquet festivities at the National Aquarium, several people were recognized for their individual achievements in preventing deaths and injuries around tracks and trains. Mike Glenn of Snelville, GA – a former NBA player and television sports analyst – received the Champion Award. Honorable mentions included Don Matlock, Hamilton, MT; Mike Lunak, ND; and John Robinson, MN. The Champion Award recognizes an individual who has contributed “significantly” to the overall OL mission in any of the three “E” components of rail safety: education, enforcement or engineering.

Sgt. First Class Brian Hakey of Southport, NC, received the F. Tom Roberts Memorial Volunteer Award for making the OL message available to all branches of the military. All award recipients were commended for their outstanding efforts in spreading and promoting the OL message and preventing collisions, injuries and deaths near trains and tracks. 

Toward Zero Deaths Conference 2010

Minnesota Operation Lifesaver, Inc. participated in the TZD conference held in St. Paul Oct. 25 – 26 by staffing an informational booth which had approximately 200 visitors. The TZD consortium strives to lower state fatality rates through engineering, education, enforcement, and emergency services. The current goal is to have fewer than 400 traffic deaths by the year 2010. Ongoing TZD workshops will be held throughout the state. The next one will be held May 19, 2011 in Rochester, MN. If you want more information on this topic, go to www.minnesotatzd.org. 
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