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 59 Highway-Rail Grade Crossing Incidents in 2014 

 33 in 2012; 213 in 1982 

 24 Highway-Rail Grade Crossing injuries in 2014 

 11 in 2012; 43 in 1982 

 10 Highway-Rail Grade Crossing fatalities in 2014 

 7 in 2012; 10 in 1982 

 4 Railroad Property Trespassing injuries in 2014 

 6 in 2012; 6 in 1982 

 4 Railroad Property Trespassing fatalities in 2014 

 8 in 2012; 4 in 1982 

Minnesota Operation Lifesaver 

works with Operation Lifesaver, 

Inc., a national nonprofit whose 

mission is to reduce collisions, 

deaths and injuries at highway-

rail grade crossings and on 

railroad property by providing 

FREE public education through 

our statewide network of 

Authorized Volunteers 

 Just like an aircraft, a train’s 

size causes an optical 

illusion making it difficult to 

judge its actual speed 

 Even with its emergency 

braking system, it takes the 

average freight train a mile 

or more to stop. That’s the 

length of 18 football fields! 

 The weight ratio between a 

car and a Train is the 

equivalent of your car to a 

can of pop. 

 The only legal  and safe 

place to cross railroad 

tracks is at designated 

pedestrian or roadway 

crossings. 
 

See Tracks? Think Train!  

Stay Off! Stay Away! Stay Alive! 

Look, Listen,… & Live! 

and 

Always Expect a Train! 
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http://www.mnoperationlifesaver.org/
mailto:mnoperationlifesaver@gmail.com


Top Ten Questions & Answers 

How did it get its start? Operation Lifesaver started in Idaho as a six-week public awareness campaign in 

1972. Its success in raising highway-rail safety awareness spurred other states to replicate their efforts. Minnesota 

Operation Lifesaver began in 1982, and by 1986 independent Operation Lifesaver programs had begun in 49 

states (excluding the District of Columbia which started its own program in 2002). At that point a national 

Operation Lifesaver organization, which had previously been assisting with nation-wide coordination efforts under 

the auspices of the National Safety Council since 1978, was incorporated as a national, non-profit organization. 

What makes train crossings potentially so dangerous? When drivers and pedestrians abide by the laws 

intended to keep them safe, highway-rail grade crossing should not be dangerous. 

If for some reason your car gets stalled on the tracks, what do you do?          If you are in a vehicle that stalls 

or gets caught on the tracks, exit immediately and move a safe distance away from the tracks. If a train is coming, 

move away at a 45-degree angle IN THE DIRECTION the train is coming FROM. This is because if your vehicle 

gets hit, the debris will be thrown in the direction the train is moving. Once you are safely out of the way of any 

oncoming trains, find the railroad’s emergency number which can usually be found on a sign near the crossing. 

Call this number, the local police, or 911 to report your location and alert them to the fact that there is a vehicle on 

the tracks. 

What are some of the most common train signs/signals that people do not understand?          A crossbuck 

sign, the white X that says Railroad Crossing found at all public highway-rail grade crossings, means that it is the 

responsibility of the driver or pedestrian to YIELD to any oncoming train on those tracks. If you see a number 

below the crossbuck, that indicates the number of tracks at that intersection. It’s important to remember that 

TRAINS CAN’T STOP FAST, and they don’t have steering wheels to swerve to miss you. When around railroad 

tracks always remember to Look, Listen, and Live! 

What are some of the safety improvements made over the years to make train/train crossings safer?  

While many more crossings are equipped with flashing lights, gates and other warning devices in addition to the 

crossbuck, than were in 1972; the fact remains that gates don’t prevent crashes, people do. Every year nearly half 

of highway-rail grade crossing incidents occur at locations with ACTIVE warning devices. That is why Minnesota 

Operation Lifesaver works to educate the public about making safer decisions around tracks and trains.  

What should we do when the signals are on and no train is visible?      It is NEVER safe to cross the tracks 

when the gates are down or lights are flashing, even if you don’t think a train is approaching. An approaching train 

may be closer and moving faster than it appears. Because of its size and the angle from which you are seeing it, 

you CANNOT judge the distance and speed of an approaching train. If a grade crossing warning device seems to 

be malfunctioning contact the railroad emergency number posted near the crossing, or your local police 

department to notify them of the situation. 

What are the laws in Minnesota relating to the railroads?          In Minnesota and across the US signals, gates, 

signs, and other WARNING devices alert drivers and pedestrians that they have the responsibility to YIELD to 

oncoming trains. Crossing the tracks anywhere other than a designated intersection is considered trespassing and 

is not only ILLEGAL, but dangerous. When it comes to trains and railroad property, Minnesota Operation Lifesaver 

reminds everyone to Stay Off, Stay Away, and Stay Alive! 

Sometimes you see over 100 cars attached to one train…what are typically in these cars?

 Everything you use in your daily life travels by train; from cars and television sets to food. 

How long does it take a train to stop?     A typical freight train traveling at 55mph can take a mile or more to 

stop, that’s 18 football fields! A light rail train takes about 600 feet to stop, the length of 2 football fields. Compare 

that to the average passenger car traveling at 55mph which can stop in as little as 200 feet - in an emergency, if 

tires and brakes are in good condition and the road surface is dry. 

What are some safety tips people should follow when approaching a train track?    Only cross the tracks at 

designated intersections; crossing the tracks at any other location is considered trespassing and is very 

dangerous. When you approach a highway-rail grade crossing, slow down and look both ways; you should 

ALWAYS EXPECT A TRAIN because they can run at any time, in any direction. When crossing the tracks on your 

bike, with a wheelchair, or stroller, pay extra attention; always walk your bike across – after making sure it’s safe 

to do so! 


